
TSI (Texas Success Initiative)

Pre-Assessment Activity

The purpose of this pre-assessment activity is to 

prepare you for completion of the TSI Assessment, 

which will determine whether or not you are ready to 

enroll in college level coursework according to the 

Texas Success Initiative standards for Math, Reading and 

Writing.



What is the TSI (Texas Success 

Initiative) Assessment?
 The TSI Assessment (TSIA) is part of the Texas Success 

Initiative program designed to help your college or 

university determine if you are ready for college-level 

course work in the general areas of reading, writing and 

mathematics. This program also will help determine what 

type of course or intervention will best meet your needs to 

help you become better prepared for college-level course 

work if you are not ready. 

 Your score determines your eligibility for college level 

coursework, and failure to put forth your best effort and do 

well on this test could add additional classes and time to 

complete your degree. 



Exemptions and Waivers for the TSI Assessment
Texas Administrative Code Title 19, Part 1, Chapter 4, Subchapter C, Rule 

§4.54 

*Unless otherwise stated, all scores expire five years from the date of testing.

 ACT Scores;

 SAT Scores;

 *TAAS (Expire three years from date of testing);

 TAKS Scores;

 STARR End-Of-Course (EOC) Scores;

 Prior Degrees;

 Transfer;

 Military;

 Certificate;

 Dual Credit Only Waiver with STARR End-of-course Scores;

 Accuplacer(Prior to 8/26/2013 if previously enrolled). 



What is the test like?

The TSI Assessment is broken into two components;

 The placement test, measuring the Texas College 
and Career Readiness Standards (CCRS) for math, 
reading and writing. 

 The Diagnostics portion, given as part two of a TSI 
module, which is designed to help identify areas of 
deficiency which may need interventions and/or 
more study time before retaking the TSI.

 And the test is adaptive (adjusts to your skill level) 
and consists of multiple-choice questions with a 
written essay which is typed on the computer.



Other Useful Information

 The TSI Assessment is not timed but, for scheduling 

purposes, if you are taking all three sections plan 

on five to six hours.

 A computer based calculator is provided on the 

math questions which allow a calculator. You will 

not need to bring your own calculator.

 Since your scores will determine your eligibility to 

take college level coursework, it is important to 

take enough time to carefully complete the test. 

 The cost of the exam at JHS is $14.  The cost at Hill 

College is $39.

 Upon completion of the Assessment here, you will 

be given a copy of your scores for your records.



College Readiness Scores for the TSI

 Writing: Placement Score of 340 AND a 4 or HIGHER 

on the Essay OR a placement score of less than 340 

and an ABE diagnostic level of at least a 4 and an 

essay score of at least a 5 on the Essay portion;

 Reading: 351 or Higher;

 Math: 350 or Higher.



How can I prepare for the TSI 

Assessment?

To help you prepare for your TSI 

assessment: 

 Complete the practice 

questions in the next section of 

this pre-assessment; and,

 FREE Web-Based practice tests 

at: 

accuplacerpractice.collegeboard.org/login



What will you bring to the Testing Room?

 Yourself and nothing else.

 Among the items you can’t take into the testing room 

with you are your cell phone or any other electronic 

devices. If you bring personal items with you, you 

must give them to your proctor before you test.

 If you need to retest at Hill College, please review the 

Testing Center Rules posted at: 
http://www.hillcollege.edu/students/Testing/index.html

http://www.hillcollege.edu/students/Testing/index.html


If you do not achieve the desired score, 

your options include:

 Retaking the TSI Assessment, or

 Changing your schedule to remove dual credit classes

After graduating high school, your options include:

 Retaking the TSI Assessment, or

 Successfully completing developmental coursework



Your Next Step…

Complete the following sample test 

questions on the answer sheets 

provided.



Math Sample Question #1

Choose the best answer from the four choices given. 

1. If 3t − 7 = 5t , then 6t = 

A. 21 

B. −7 

C. −21 

D. −42 



Math Sample Question #2

Choose the best answer from the four choices given. 

2. A group of 18 people ordered soup and sandwiches for lunch. Each person in 
the group had either one soup or one sandwich. The sandwiches cost $7.75 
each and the soups cost $4.50 each. If the total cost of all 18 lunches was 
$113.50, how many sandwiches were ordered? 

A. 7 

B. 8 

C. 9 

D. 10 



Math Sample Question #3

Choose the best answer from the four choices given. 

3. In the xy -plane, what is the y -intercept of the graph of the equation 

y = 2(x + 3)(x − 4)? 

A. −24 

B. −12 

C. −2 

D. 12 



Reading Sample Question #1
When we think of volcanoes, eruptions, lava, and smoke filled air 
come to mind—all occurring on land. Most people are surprised to 
learn about the prevalence of underwater volcanoes on our planet. 
Because the lava and smoke spilling out of an active, underwater 
volcano is contained by the ocean, people generally do not take note 
of these eruptions. However, the largest underwater volcanoes are 
capable of creating huge tidal waves, threatening coastal 
communities.

1. The main idea of the passage is that 

A. traditional volcanoes and underwater volcanoes are 
similar 

B. the lava and smoke from an underwater volcano is 
contained by the sea 

C. most tidal waves are caused by underwater volcanoes 

D. underwater volcanoes receive little attention but can be 
dangerous 



Reading Sample Question #2
In 2010, talk show host Oprah Winfrey and novelist Jonathan Franzen
kissed and made up after a nine-year feud. In 2001, Franzen was 
disinvited from appearing on Winfrey’s TV show to pitch his novel The 
Corrections after he made it clear that he was unhappy about the 
book’s being chosen for the Oprah Book Club. Describing his work as 
“in the high-art literary tradition,” Franzen said he didn’t want to be 
associated with the Club, which he accused of occasionally choosing 
“schmaltzy, one-dimensional” novels. But Winfrey is apparently able 
to forgive and forget: she chose Franzen’s next novel, Freedom, for 
her book club and said of it, “Now you haven’t heard me say this 
word often, but this book is a masterpiece.” 

2. The passage implies that Franzen’s criticism of the Oprah 
Book Club was motivated primarily by 

A. pride 

B. anger 

C. insensitivity 

D. ignorance 



Reading Sample Question #3
The main authors of The Declaration of Independence and the 
Constitution are usually thought of as America’s “Founding Fathers.” 
Other, less known personages also deserve the title, however, and 
Noah Webster was one of these. Through his writings, which include 
the still influential dictionary that bears his name, Webster sought to 
legitimize an “American English” that was independent of British 
spelling and pronunciation. For instance, Webster removed the “u” 
from “colour,” creating the distinct American version of the word. 

3. What is the main purpose of this passage? 

A. To praise the Founding Fathers 

B. To present information about an important American 

C. To define and explain “American English” 

D. To distinguish American dictionaries from British 
dictionaries 



Writing
Answer the following three questions based on this passage:

(1) Seaweed-based fuel could one day power your car. (2) It is more than just 
an ingredient in a purifying face mask or a sushi roll. (3) According to new 
research, seaweed has the potential to become an advanced biofuel known as 
biobutanol. 

(4) In the past, U.S. scientists have looked to the possibility of algae-based 
biofuels, but most of these explorations have shied away from kelp and 
seaweed. (5) One reason why seaweed may not have taken off as a potential 
fuel source is the fact that it’s not a major part of American culture. (6) In 
contrast, in Asian countries such as Japan, there has been a long history of 
seaweed in the cuisine. (7) Japanese researchers are much more familiar with 
it and have spent decades studying its potential uses. 

(8) A second reason for the U.S. avoidance of seaweed based biofuel is the 
country’s lack of experience with seaweed farming. (9) The U.S. is no stranger 
to seaweed harvesting. (10) However, for the biobutanol project to be 
environmentally sustainable, seaweed cannot be harvested; it must be 
farmed. (11) “One of the challenges of harvesting a natural seaweed bed is 
you can only [use] a certain percent of the bed if you don’t want to have a 
negative environmental impact,” Nikesh Parekh, CEO of Bio Architecture Lab, 
said. 

(12) Farming enough seaweed to support mass production of a biofuel would 
be very expensive initially, but it could pay off handsomely. (13) They say that 
the seaweed-based fuel would work better in automobiles than ethanol and be 
easier to transport. 



Writing question #1
1. In context, which of the following is the best way to revise and 
combine sentences 1 and 2 (reproduced below)? 

Seaweed-based fuel could one day power your car. It is more than 
just an ingredient in a purifying face mask or a sushi roll. 

A. Seaweed-based fuel could one day power your car, it is more 
than just an ingredient in a purifying face mask or a sushi roll. 

B. Seaweed-based fuel could one day power your car because it 
is more than just an ingredient in a purifying face mask or a sushi 
roll. 

C. Seaweed is more than just an ingredient in a purifying face 
mask or a sushi roll; seaweed-based fuel could one day power your 
car. 

D. Fuel from seaweed could one day power your car so it is more 
than just an ingredient in a purifying face mask or sushi roll.



Writing question #2
2. In context, where would the following sentence best be 

placed? 

There are a number of possible reasons for this. 

A. After sentence 2 

B. After sentence 4 

C. After sentence 6 

D. After sentence 9



Writing question #3
3. In context, which of the following is best to insert at the 

beginning of sentence 7 (reproduced below)? 

Japanese researchers are much more familiar with it and have 

spent decades studying its potential uses. 

A. As a result, 

B. Ironically, 

C. However, 

D. In addition,



Check your answers…
Math Answers: 

1. C 

2. D 

3. A 

Reading Answers:

1. D 

2. A 

3. B 

Writing Answers:

1. C 

2. B 

3. A 



What’s next?

 Sign and date your “Certificate of Completion”

 Raise your hand for your proctor to pick up 

your sample test questions and your signed 

certificate

Testing will begin shortly.


